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ADHESIVE TAPE FOR PROTECTING OF RUBBER SEALING GASKETS 



Technical Field 

The invention concerns a process as well as a 
protective adhesive tape for covering and taping of 
flexible rubber sealing gaskets such as those used to 
10 mount vehicle windshields during repainting of vehicle 
bodies • 

Background 

For vehicles, where there is no hollow space 
15 between the rubber sealing gasket and the body, there 
is the possibility to introduce a cord under the lip 
of the rubber gasket which seals to the body. This 
way the lip is spaced away from the body, and it 
becomes possible to exactly cover this lip, so that 
20 the body can be repainted cleanly in the region of the 
lip seal* 

But for vehicles, where there is a hollow space 
-between the rubber sealing gasket and the body, it is 
not practical to use the cord, since it easily can 

25 slide into the hollow space. If this happens during 
painting, arid the lip at that location contacts the 
vehicle body, it becomes impossible to paint cleanly. 

It is also possible to insert the lip of the 
gasket into the hollow space between the rubber 

30 sealing gasket and the car body. But it is not vexry 
feasible to tape the rubber sealing gasket in the 
region of the inserted lip. In addition it becomes 
rather difficult to pull out the inserted lip after 
finished painting. To accomplish this, one needs a 

35 thin pointed tool, which in some instances can even 

damage the riibber sealing gasket. Also this peration 
is very time consuming. 
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The object of this Invention, is to develop a 
process as veil as a pressure sensitive protective 
tape, which makes it possible to keep the mbber 
sealing gasket and its lip away from the car body 
5 during repainting, where the rubber sealing gasket is 
simultaneously covered and where little time is used 
for applying and removing the tape to directly 
recondition the lip to its original condition. 

10 Summarv of the Present Invention 

This task is, according to the invention, 
accomplished by a protective adhesive tape for masking 
flexible sealing gaskets of the type having a leg 
portion that overlies an adjacent body panel, said 

15 protective adhesive tape comprising along its total 
width at least on the side which is laid open during 
application has a slightly textured smooth surface 
structure and has on the opposite side a pressure 
sensitive adhesive edge layer and a non-adhesive edge 

20 portion for insertion under the leg portion of the 
sealing gasket. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, a process for masking flexible sealing 
gaskets of the type having a leg portion that overlies 

25 an adjacent body panel is described. The process 
comprising the steps of: providing a protective 
adhesive tape having on one major surface thereof a 
pressure sensitive adhesive edge layer and a non- 
adhesive edge portion; inserting the non-adhesive edge 

30 portion of the protective adhesive tape between the 
lip of the flexible sealing gasket rubber sealing 
gasket and the body panel, then folding the protective 
adhesive tape with the lip away from the body panel, 
and adhering the adhesive edge layer to a further 

35 body panel locat d on th other side of the sealing 
gasket form the leg portion. 

By the special design of the protectiv adh sive 



tape, it is possibl to make covering of vehicle 
windshields very simple. The pressiire sensitive 
adhesive layer positi ned along the protective tape 
makes it possible to fasten it along the windshield 
without the need for a second adhesive tape. After 
repainting, the protective tape with its pressure 
sensitive edge is removed by simply pulling it off the 
windshield, whereby the protective tape is simply 
pulled out of the hollow space between the car body 
and the rubber sealing gasket. This way the lip of • 
the rubber sealing gasket will again contact the body 
of the vehicle. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

One example of the invention is shown in the 
drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 shows a part of the protective tape in 
perspective; 

Figure 2 shows a part of the vehicle with the 
protective tape mounted; 

- Figure 3 is a cross-section along line 111*111 in 
Figure 2; and 

Figure 4 is a cross-section according to line 
III-III in Figure 3 with the lip of the rubber sealing 
gasket contacting the vehicle body after removal of 
the protective tape. 

■ 

p^t^ij^ed pescription 

In accordance with the present invention, a 
protective adhesive tape 1 is provided for covering 
and taping of flexible rubber sealing gaskets 2 that 
are used between adjacent vehicle body panels of 
metal, glass, etc., such as those used to mount 
vehicle windshield, during repainting of vehicle 
bodies 4. The tape 1 has along its total width B, on 
at least the one major surface 5 that is laid free 
during application, a slightly textured, but in itself 
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smooth surface structiure. On the opposite major 
surface 6, to this slightly tesctured smooth surface, a 
pressure sensitive adhesive edge strip 7 is present. 

■ 

Th pressor sensitive adhesive edge strip need not be 
5 provided on the tape edge, as long as a non*adhesive 
edge portion is also provided at another tape side 
edge • 

The protective adhesive tape 1 is preferably 
about 0.5 mm thick, to provide sufficient strengths© 
10 that a lip 8 of the rubber sealing gasket 2 can not 
push the protective adhesive tape away. 

The slightly textured smooth s\xrface structure of 
the free side 5 of the protective adhesive tape 1 is 

in a preferred form coated with silicones, so that for 

* 

15 one, the paint does not stick to the protective 

adhesive tape 1 during repainting, so that the new 
paint coating is not damaged during removal of the 
tape from the body 4, and further so that, when the 
protective adhesive tape 1 is supplied in rolls, the 

20 adhesively coated edge strip 7 releases from the 

slightly textured, smooth surface of the free side 5. 

For tailored application of the protective 
adhesive tape 1 to a windshield 3 of a specific type 
vehicle, it is preferable to provide a removable 

25 protective layer (not shown) covering the pressxire 
sensitive adhesive edge strip 7. 

The adhesive layer of the pressure sensitive edge 
strip 7 is designed to be heat stable, so that 
substantially no residues are left on the windshield 3 

3 0 after treatment of the vehicle 9 in a drying chamber. 
Such would be time consuming and difficult to remove. 
On the other hand the adhesive . layer maintains its * 
adhesion d\iring the heat exposure of the drying 
chamber, so that the protective adhesive tape does not ^ 

35 just flex back upon the freshly painted vehicle body. 

After this description of the design of the 
prot ctive adhesive tape 1, the application of same is 
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now described. 

The non-adhesive edge of the protective adhesive 
tape 1 is inserted betw en th lip 8 of the flexible 
sealing gasket 2 and the body panel 4 and preferably 
5 into the hollow space 10 that is formed by the lip 8 

of the nibber sealing gasket 2 which extends away from 
the windshield 3 and a flange portion of the vehicle 
body 4. Then, the protective adhesive tape 1 is 
folded along the gasket lip 8 towards the windshield 3 

10 and adhered to the windshield 3 by way of its pressure 
sensitive edge strip 7. The protective adhesive tape 
10 holds the gasket lip 8 away from the vehicle body 
4, as shown in Figure 3, 

After repainting and the following treatment in 

15 the drying chamber, the adhesive edge strip 7 is 
pulled from the windshield 3, and the protective 
adhesive tape 1 is pulled out of the hollow space 10. 
This way the lip 8 of the rubber sealing gasket 2 will 
again seal against the body 4 of the vehicle 9. 



20 
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Claims 

1. A process for masking flexible sealing 
gaskets of the type having a leg portion that overlies 
an adjacent body panel said process comprising the 

5 steps of: providing a protective adhesive tape having 
on one major surface thereof a pressure sensitive 
adhesive edge layer and a non-adhesive edge portion; 
inserting the non*adhesive edge portion of the 
protective adhesive tape between the lip of the 

10 flexible sealing gasket rubber sealing gasket and the 
body panels then folding the protective adhesive tape 
with the lip away from the body panel, and adhering 
the adhesive edge layer to a further body panel 
located on the other side of the sealing gasket form 

15 the leg portion. 

2. A protective adhesive tape for masking 
flexible sealing gaskets of the type having a leg 
portion that overlies an adjacent body panel, said 

20 protective adhesive tape (1) comprising along its 
total width (B) at least on the side which is laid 
open during application (5) has a slightly textured 
smooth surface structure and has on the opposite side 
(6) a pressure sensitive adhesive edge layer (7) and a 

25 non-adhesive edge portion for insertion under the leg 
portion of the sealing gasket. 



3. A protective adhesive tape according to 
claim 2, characterized in that the slightly textured 

30 smooth surface structure on the side that is laid open 
(5) is coated with silicone* 

4. A protective adhesive tape according to 
claim 2 and 3, characterized in that the protective 

35 adhesive tape (1) has a thickness of 0.5 mm. 



5. A protectiv adhesive tape according to 
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claim 2 to 4, characterized in that the protective 
adhesive tape is in form of a roll. 

6 • A protective adhesive tape according to 
5 claim 2 to 4, characterized in that the protective 
adhesive tape is shaped fitted to be applied to the 
specific windshield of a vehicle type. 

m 

1. A protective adhesive tape according to 
10 claim 2, characterized in that the pressxire sensitive 
adhesive edge layer (7) is applied with a pull-off 
protective layer. 

8. A protective adhesive tape according to 
15 claim 2, characterized in that the adhesive layer of 

the pressure sensitive adhesive edge layer (7) is made 
to be heat resistant. 
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